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A very careful examination of 

reveal anything new from our point of view and . 
his writings in the field of hypnosis in general 
can also be regarded 
(The writer has rca 
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In connection with 3) above, the writer very c&re- 
fu^^^jmin^the typewritten nanuscrip submitted 
'^jJSggSsSBP^f^ n connection with possible mili- 
tary uses of hypnosis. This is very similar to his 
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•thoughts are not new" ana if his material appears 
to be somevjhat sensational, it is only because 
individuals who might read it are not*«pr+.-i r-ni 
familiar with the subject; while 
j cannot in fact prove much of his material?' the ** 
uriter and his associates will support most of. . 
his allegations and ideas on the basis of their 
V experimentation . • ' 

t 

3* On the basis of the material at hand, the writer feels 
that those in the Tripling Division who are interested in this 
field should be ref eA-ed to your Office for general discussions in 
these matters since j’-our Staff has worked in this field for over 
three years, is familiar with the literature and has* worked with 
and has continuously been in contact with professional consultants 
in hypnotism. It is believed that your advice, and recommendations 
and assistance 3 should be considered before any outside Agency 
activity be undertaken in this direction. 

g»g^^|^^^ipliance with your request, we have written tfl| 

information and his views in the above 
and his reply should be here in the immediate future. 
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June 22 , 195U 


THE HILITAHY APPLICATION OF HXPNTISM 


FROM 



I choose two practical applications from many with which to 
y. illustrate ny proposition : 

1. The safeguarding of the messages entrusted to &mriers. 

In deep hypnosis the subject, military or civilian, can 
, bc Civen a message to be delivered to say Colonel X 

in Berlin. The subject may then be sent to Berlin on 
any perfectly routine assignment. The message will . _ 

‘ • bo perfectly safe and will be delivered tp the proper 
person because 

a< the subject will have no memory whatsoever 
• in the waking state as to the nature and contents 
of the message. 

b. it; can be arranged that the subject will have no 
knowledge of ever having been hypnotized. 

-- t * , no 

c. It can be* arranged that/one beside Colonel X . 
in Berlin can hypnotize the subject and recover 
. the message. 

hypnotic messenger, if I may use the phrase has in* my 
opinion at least two very definite advantages over the ordinary 
cdbrier. ^First he will never tinder any circumstance by a slip of 1 
tongue divulge the true nature of his mission for the very simple 
reason that he has no* conscious knoifledge of what that mission 
„• may be. He is merely going on a routine replacement in say th« 

Adjutant General's Office. This will be his story and the story 
which he believes. 
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V ^srdorireo tactics can pry it loose, for lie simply does not h-'ve it 
; - * tin hio conscious mind. linen if the enemy suspects the use of hypnotism . 

^•^^‘•tho'messaso is still safe for no one can hypnotise him except this 
, ’ ’*'••.»>;•> Colonel X-in Berlin. 
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^ I point cut that tjsis technique id one which tfan be .demonstrated 
^'V fctunfldr experimental conditions where you wibh and when you wish allowing 
’ . ^*icertain amount of time to train the subjects in question. 

: * ; 

' t A specific counlterintelligence technique to be used against 

-Y •• enemy agents. ‘This particular use of hypnotism would.be 
'• . more complicated and more difficult than the rather simple 
-case which I outlined in the preceding paragra^ihs, but is, 

' I assure you , quite practical. 1 vil.i take a number of men 
and will establish in them through the use of hypnotism the 
Y-. . condition of split personality. Consciously they will be 

* V ardent Coihmunists, phanatical adherence to the party, line, 

• , ’ ready and eager to submit to any discipline which the party 

mav prescribe. Unconsciously they will be loyal Americans 
’ just as grimley determined to thwart the Communists 

at „e>very turn in the road. 

* 

These men again will have no knowledge of anything that occurs in 
the hypnotic state— wiJl have no knowledge of ever having been hypno- 
tized and can only'be ip/pnotized by suah persons as the original 
operator may choose. Consciously they will associate, with the Communists 
and learn all the plans _of the organization. Once every month or 
at such time is advisablb they will be contacted by a member .of our 
intelligence department, hypnotized, and as loyal Americans vn.ll 
tell what they know. This sounds unbelievable, but I assure, you, it 
will work. 

** Once ,-igain the advantages. Your hypothetical counter • spy wiU 
be places! *iri a very difficult situation— amounting at best to social 
‘ ostracism, at worst criminal prosecution, lie will not disclose his 
• tnue role for the rery simple reason that he can not. Consciously 
' he is a Communist and will not in a moment of weakness admit to ^ 

his relatives or to his friends that he is anything but a -Communist. - - 
Arain, if ‘through some leakage, he is suspected of being an informeer 
his true role is safely guarded, locked in the unconscious and im- 
pervious to all assults from the outside. ^ 
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, . . consider' myself an authority on'the theoreticl 

applications **01 hypnotism to warfare and would point out that it is a 
highly specialized subject. The average psychologist or even 
psychiatrist is. as at much of a loss here as would be the average 
chemist or physicist if called on to supervise a very .pecialized 
project for wJTich he had hail no particular training. claim that I 
cah, demonstrate all my particular contentions to the '"satisfaction of 
the government agencies and request the opportunity so to do. 

In closing, may I r*ake one very significant point. The Russian 
literature is hard to •gfet and carefully avoids any mention of the topic 
m question. Those Hessian articles which I have teen able to pet 
leave no doubt about the fact that the Russian is just^as conversive 
about the field of hypnotism as are we. 


Respectfully submitted, — 



Ujfice Memorandum. • united states c vernment 

TO Chief. Security Research Staff nirr. / « ^ * - >. 


TO s Chief, Security Research Staff 

\ 

from .j Chief, Technical Branch 

SUBJECT: 


C 


DATE: IS July 19Sk 


l* 1 nave examined'flBH|HHI| 
I should make- the f ollowir^g comments s 


proposals and 1 feel that 






a) The idea of a courier that .has been hypn otized is 
not new agd I am absolutely certaiftfN^Hliji^MrtM^» 
di.d not invent this idea. We oursel^^Hiav^carried* 

out much^more complex problems than this and in a 
general sense I will agree that it is feasible. 
However, there is no proof whatsoever that the 
hypnosis CJuuTot^ebroken by another competent 
hypnotist feels this is possible) 

and the entire tTest^has "not yet been subjected to 
actual field conditions (long travel, time, etc.). 

b) As far as third-degree tactics are* concerned, we 
f° j! 0 ^ know as ,yet what happens to an hypnotized 

» individual, under the third-degree or plied with 
. chemicals of various types. Whether or not he will 
disclose hypnotic material or indicate he possesses 
same has not been determined. Again this is a test 

that we hope to carry out in the future, as you 
know. . 

> 

proposed that a subject "will have 
owledge of ever having been hypnotized" is 
debatable. In regard to this, we are not yet certain 
but possibly through the use of subtle chemicals 
and/or a. very careful cover, it might be done. It 
> conceivable it could be accomplished if the sub- •* 

ject were not unduly suspicious^, extremely naive ** 
or very stupid but again this point is questionable. 

, ..... w proposal about using hypnotized 

individuals as counteragents is also not new and 
we, of course, have discussed this many times. 

Whether or not it can in fact be demonstrated we 

, / are not sure and is hoped that the field tests . 

we are working on may help us along these' lines. 




























